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rental market in 2014. Combining that portion of the market with the share of townhomes (single-family attached), 

all single-family residences accounted for 35% of the occupied rental stock in 2014. 

 

Distribution of Occupied Rental Housing Stock by Type in 2014

 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2014 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates 

 

The single-family rental market has seen explosive growth over the past decade; between 2005 and 2014, single-

family rentals accounted for 89% of the net increase in total single-family occupied units in the U.S., adding 3.8 

million units of occupied inventory. Between 2005 and 2014, the number of single-family detached rentals rose by 

35%, from 9.1 million to 12.3 million, while the number of single-family attached rentals rose by 500,000.1 During 

the same period, total occupied housing units increased by 6.5 million units, with single-family rentals accounting 

for 62.5% of total occupied housing growth.  

 

                                                      
1 Rachel Bogardus Drew, “A New Look at the Characteristics of Single-Family Rentals and Their Residents,” Working Paper W15-6, 

Joint Center for Housing Studies at Harvard University, July 2015, accessed 3/15/2016 http://goo.gl/jLoKRl 
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