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We looked simultaneously at “advanced industries” jobs, a broader view of the tech sector, defined by the
Brookings Institution as encompassing 50 industries, ranging from manufacturing industries such as auto making
and aerospace to energy industries such as oil and gas extraction to high-tech services such as computer software
and computer system design, including for health applications. Advanced industries jobs and output grew by 1.9
and 2.3 times higher, respectively, than in the rest of the economy since 2010, led by advanced services which
created 65% of the new advanced industries jobs. 1
Markets with unusually high concentrations of STEM jobs include Austin, Boston, Raleigh, San Francisco, San
Jose, Seattle, and Washington, D.C. Notably, these markets have generally been high-growth areas, particularly
in recent years coming out of the Great Financial Crisis. The next tier of STEM-oriented markets begins to show
quite a bit of diversification. In addition to markets such as Denver, San Diego, and Portland, we see high
concentrations of STEM jobs in markets such as Detroit and Baltimore. Sacramento ranks highly, located on the
outskirts of the dominant Silicon Valley, and some energy markets such as Houston also have high concentrations
of STEM jobs.
While these hubs are likely to continue generating jobs, we have started noticing more widespread growth in the
U.S., particularly in areas that have good business environments, low costs, and favorable living conditions. We
set out to understand which markets have structures and business environments that can foster long-term success
in growing and attracting STEM-based industries.

Methodology
We looked at a variety of leading and lagging metrics to determine the top markets for STEM job creation. Our
analysis focused on metrics in four main areas germane to the growth of STEM jobs: Growth, Workforce Quality,
Quality of Life, and Cost of Doing Business. In total, we looked at 19 different indicators under the four
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